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would be wasted and British operations in the Far East
would be seriously hampered. It would be necessary to
station troops in the Canal zone and to win over the
Egyptians.
The third is necessary for obtaining information of the
movements of the Japanese Fleet and for delivering attacks
upon it. The use of the N.E.I, would constitute a breach of
neutrality, but we may suppose that in her friendship for
England, Holland would connive at it. This is a matter of
which we Japanese could take advantage.
In connexion with the fourth, England might enlist
the aid of China and get her aircraft to attack Japan. If
she did so, considerable damage would be inflicted on the
Japanese Islands up as far as Osaka, especially if China
had provided herself with increased numbers of aircraft after
her painful experiences in Manchuria. We cannot afford
to ignore the possibility of air attacks by Chinese under British
direction and control.
Submarine bases would be valuable for attacks on the
Japanese Fleet, and especially for interrupting our highly
important communications across the Korean Strait, the
Sea of Japan, and the Yellow Sea.
The fifth is, however, the crux of the whole matter.
The success or failure of British operations against us depends
on whether a superior Fleet can be assembled at Singapore
or not. England would, in this connexion, have to devise
means, censorship of, or an embargo on, communications,
to prevent news of the movements of her Fleet, its sailings,
its ports of call, its passage through the Canal, from leaking
out to us.
The discussion of the sixth I will leave till later, and I do
not propose to go into the many other points that would
require consideration.
Three cases.
The British problem is to assemble a superior Fleet at
Singapore. 'On that,' the whole conduct of subsequent
operations depends. If the attempt were successful, the
Fleet could at once proceed to seek out the Japanese Fleet
and bring it to action. If it failed, subsequent operations
would be hampered by the necessity of finding a base else-
where.